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Individual Report for Charles George William Field

Individual Summary:

Charles George William Field

Sex:

Father:
Mother:

Male

Charles Field
Elizabeth Batchelor

Individual Facts:

Birth:
Christening:
Residence:
Residence:
Occupation:
Military Service:
Death:

19 Sep 1870 in Bromley, Kent, England
09 Oct 1870 in Bromley, Kent, England
1871 in Bromley, Kent, England

1901 in Bromley, Kent, England

shoe maker

Bet. 1914-1918 in Jhansi

1955 in Bromley, Kent, England

Shared Facts:

Ada Sales

Marriage:
Children:

13 Sep 1897 in Bromley, Kent, England
George Henry Field

Amy Dorathy Field

Walter Field

Notes:

Person Notes:

According to family rumour, as a child, he used to be taken to school by
H.G.Wells who lived above the shop (Meddins, a Habberdashers) down the
road from his father's Shoe Makers shop. Although | am not sure of H G
Wells details, | am convinced that the rumour is based on facts.

To examine this rumour for a moment, Herbert George Wells lived at 47
(now 172), High Street, Bromley in 1871 and by 1881 was a boarder with
the headmaster of a local Grammer School Horace Byatt in Midhurst. He
was born in September 1866, four years older than Charles. Charles lived
with his family at Perseverence Cottages, which is part of Mason's Hill. What
is of note is H G Wells' fathers hobby and job as a cricketer and a gardener,
an area shared by Henry Sales, Charles' grandfather. This could mean that
they knew each other through family interests.

He was turned out of every Sunday School but one, and they had heard of
him.

Charles was a quartermaster sergent in the army in India during the first
world war, particularly Jhansi, which is mentioned on photos from the time.
At around the time of his daughter's birth or when she was a baby, his eldest
child, a boy, died. According to Mum, the baby boy was having coughing fits
and his pregnant wife could not get to him in time. He treated his daughter
roughly, like a son, but was loving.

On leaving the Army he returned to the family profession as a Shoe Maker.
He didn't like being called a cobbler, "I never cobbled anything in my life!"
This he did till his death. He made shoes for important stores in London.

He walked 3 miles each morning up Swan Hill, Bromley to a shoe shop
called Ginns in the High Street, he had special customers he called "Toffs".
(These were Lords and Ladies, he was a great craftsman) from London. He
would return a black sack of finished shoes and pick up a sack of those that
needed repairing. Everything was done by hand in the shed in his garden at
3, Martins Lane, Shortlands.

My mum remembers him as a tease. His nickname was 'Andant'. (Aunty
Joyce's early attempt at naming him.) He was a large man who never lost
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Individual Summary: Charles George William Field

Sex: Male

Father: Charles Field
Mother: Elizabeth Batchelor

Notes:

his hair, he would use many Indian words , he called my Mum "Gillolipa" and
loved Humbugs. Ada made lovely cakes. Charles, if offered some would
say, "l better eat this today or I' d get it tomorra""

Charles was cremated and in Umbie's absense (she didn't want to attend his
funeral) relatives had to decide whether to sprinkle his ashes on the lawn or
the rose bed of the local church. They chose the rose bed. Later when
Umbie found out she was a bit upset as the week before the ashes of a man
(Charly Buss) that Charles didn't get on with at all was sprinkled in the same
place.

He claimed to be an atheist but he called on God when he died. Mum (his
Grand daughter) sent him money when he was dieing for some sweets,
which he loved, but he never parted with the money.

Notes on rear of photo. Quarter Master Sergeant Field, No68. R.W. Kent
regiment. taken Jhanse India 1915
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Charles George William Field
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Stamped Discharge Completed.

Address: The Parish of Bromley near the town of Bromley in the county of Kent
37

Boot shoe maker

3 Martins Road Shortlands
Yes 2nd V 1320 R W Kent Regt

never been rejected for military service
willing to be attested for the term of 4 years for service in the Territorial Force.
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Signed Charles George William Field
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Certificate of Approving Officer for 5th Bat R W Kent Reg

date April 15th 1908 in Bromley
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Station

e

R W Kent 5th Walmer C Sqt
Camp Dover 22.05
Camp Dover C Sqt 23.07.1910
Camp dover C Sqt 30.07.1911
Worthing present 1912
l.O.W. posted  Q.M.sgt 15.12.1915
4th Reg posted Q.M.sgt 05..03.1917
illegible 30.06.1917
R W Kent posted caQMsS 15.01.1918

Embodied Service (called up for potential active service)
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R W KR 5th ¢ Sgt 05.08.1914
RW K Rg appointed to Q M Sergt 04.05.1915

Retained in the service, under military service act 1916 effect from 01.04.1917
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medal, decorations: Continual (?) force Epp medal
TWM

next of kin Mrs A Field (wife)
3 Martins Road, Shortlands Kent
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Regtl No. 315941
Rank: CQM S
UNit: Labour Corps

.
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Dispersal Unit 30th May 1919 Crystal Palace

Theatre of War: eastern
Born 1870

Medical category B II (Able to walk 5 miles, see and hear sufficiently for ordinary purposes)

Place of joining in case of emergency: Sutton
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The above soldier is granted leave under A.C.1 851/18 from 30th May 1919 to 25th July 1919 after
which dress uniform will not be worn.
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Disability mentioned: neuresthenia attack with a 20% degree of disablement

The history of neurasthenia traces back before World War | to a scientist by the name of George A.
Beard. Beard coined the actual term "neurasthenia" which means nerve weakness (Marlowe).
Neurasthenia was attributed rather vaguely to the stress of everyday life, or, for soldiers, the stress of
the trenches. Many also felt it was a disease primarily of the upper class, which means it would apply
more often to officers in the army than regular men.
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Labour Corps Hegord Cffice.
32 Carrington Street.
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Form of Receipt to accompany Documents and Statement
Z as to Disability (Army Form Z. 22),
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NOTES.
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herewith alteration and  for the above mention ...... to labour corps and posting
..... Employment ....30.06.17 Please complete as I.....and mention
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Charles Field has reached his 46th year and served for 12 years
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Officer Comd

I u"nu‘y that an applicatic

made by me on 15th. Octobar 1916

------

l Countersigned = ' ... .....-...'.’.';. Lieut=Col.

Commanding 1-6th. Bn. Royal West Kent hegt.

Photographs of Charles state he is in Jhansi in 1915. This is the location of the 1st/5th
Battalion of the Royal west Kent.
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1/5th Battalion

August 1914 : in Bromley. Part of Kent Brigade in the Home Counties Division.

30 October 1914 : moved to India, remaining there throughout the war. The Division was broken up on
arrival in Bombay and the battalion transferred to the Jhansi Brigade in the 5th (Mhow) Division of the
Indian Army. Transferred in March 1916 to 4th Rawalpindi Brigade in 2nd (Rawalpindi) Division.
Returned to 5th (Mhow) Division in March 1917 and into Jubbulpore Brigade. In December 1917,
moved to Mesopotamia and joined 54th Brigade in 18th (Indian) Division.

http://www.1914-1918.net/rwk.htm

Charles Field in later life. Left to right Reg Warner, Ada Field (nee Sales) Robert Warner and Charles
Field. Ada and Charles were known as Umbie and Andant or Andy
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